HST 223/ANT 287
Cannibalism and Civilization
Spring 2018
Schedule: T R 3pm-4:15pm
Room: 8.327

Professor: Clare Griffin
clare.griffin@nu.edu.kz
Office: 8.402
Office hours:
Tuesdays, 4:15pm-5:15pm
Wednesdays, 4-5pm
Or by arrangement

Image from Theo De Bry's New World and American History, 1655.

Course Description
In the early modern world, people were often concerned with differences between
groups of humans, and what the limits of humanity were. One key part of such debates
was the accusation of cannibalism: claiming another group to be cannibals was the
ultimate weapon in declaring them uncivilized and even inhuman. Such accusations
reveal historical ideas about how humans should behave. They also display views on
the human body, as accounts of cannibalism were often concerned with the bodies of
the eaters and the eaten. This course will examine textual and visual representations of
cannibalism from around the world from the fourteenth to the nineteenth century, to
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take a global view on how considering cannibalism can help us understand the history
of human behaviour and human bodies.
Course Aims:
1) To provide students with a basic knowledge of early modern ideas of humanity and
the human body, arranged around accusations of cannibalism, and in particular with
how accusations of cannibalism were key to constructing ideas about the limits of
humanity.
2) To familiarize students with the major scholarly debates surrounding constructions
of humanity in the early modern global world, and with the different ways cultural
historians, historians of science and medicine, and anthropologists, have tried to
explain early modern understandings of the human body and of human behaviour.
3) To enhance students’ critical thinking and writing abilities, in particular with regards
to interpreting a wide range of primary source materials as well as secondary
literature, and the use of these in constructing an essay.
4) To develop students’ research skills through the creation of a short presentation on
a primary source and the relevance of that source to the main themes of the course.
HPRS Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
By the end of the course the student will be expected to:
1) Display an understanding of how and why the limits of humanity were fragile and
contested in the early modern world, and the importance of accusations of cannibalism
in constructing and policing those limits. [A1, A2, A3, B11]
2) Show a good understanding of the various ways scholars from a range of disciplines
have approached the history of human behaviour and of the body in the early modern
world. [B2, B8]
3) Demonstrate an ability to analyze primary and secondary source materials, to select
relevant materials from a list of further readings, and to use them in the construction
of an argumentative historical essay. [B3, B4, B5, B6, B9, A4, A5, B10, B12, C5]
4) Display an understanding of the huge range and diversity of primary sources of
different genres and from different cultures that can be included in the history of
human behaviour and of the body. [B1, C1, C4, B7, C6]
Soc/Ant Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
Anthropology students should demonstrate knowledge and/or skill in the following
areas:
Knowledge and Theory: Students should demonstrate a knowledge of a range of
historical accounts of cannibalism, and how scholars from a variety of disciplines have
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analysed those accounts, as well as of the theoretical approaches used by historians,
notably the history of the body.
Engaging with scholarship: students will approach accounts of cannibalism with the
understanding that these are informed by the biases of the author, rather than objective
statements of fact, and will interpret those sources as evidence for cross-cultural
understandings, misunderstandings, and prejudices.
Self-directed learning: students will select a primary source from a list provided by the
professor, conduct further research into that source, and complete an oral presentation
analysing that source and its importance to understanding accounts of cannibalism.
Class Policies:
Technology:
You may use laptops, e-readers and/or tablets to consult class materials and/or take
notes. You may use smart phones to consult class materials if absolutely necessary, but
STRICTLY NO TEXTING DURING CLASS. If you text during class, you may be asked to
leave, and marked absent for the session.
Attendance:
You are expected to attend every class and arrive on time. Excessive absences will lower
your participation grade, and limit your ability to succeed in the course. If you miss
class for any reason, including medical emergencies, it will be counted as an absence. It
is your responsibility to collect notes from other students for the class session(s) that
you miss. If you are more than 5 minutes late to class, you will be counted as absent.
See below on how attendance is factored into grades.
Participation:
Students are expected to participate in class, especially in seminars. Seminars will focus
on the assigned reading, so it is expected that all students will arrive at class fully
prepared to discuss the text. Failure to prepare for seminars, or to participate in the
discussion, will result in a penalty. See below on how participation is factored into
grades.
Readings:
Students are required to complete the essential readings for each lecture, and are
encouraged to also take a look at the further readings (see below). There is no required
textbook. Further readings should also be used as the starting point in preparing essays.
All essential readings will be provided via Moodle.
Quizzes:
During the semester you will be asked to complete quizzes in class. These will be based
on lectures, seminar discussions, and/or assigned readings already completed; each
quiz will cover only the material covered since the last quiz. These tests will require ask
you to briefly explain certain historical or historiographical concepts you have
encountered during the course.
Presentations:
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Students will make a brief (10-15 minutes) presentation to the class in small groups,
based on an account of cannibalism. The account, and the date of the presentation, will
be assigned in week 3.
Essays:
Students must write two essays. Here are some general points on essay writing for this
class:
An essay should be an attempt to answer a question based on a range of relevant
material organized into a coherent argument. The list of possible questions for each
essay is given below. You must refer to primary and secondary sources using one
referencing style consistently applied (i.e. do not change reference style mid-way
through an essay). The essay should clearly indicate the assignment title, your name,
email address and page numbers. Excluding references, your essays should be within
the word count ranges given below. Essays MUST be your own work. Any essay that
bears suspicious similarity to a published work, internet article, the essay of another
student, or any other work, will be flagged by the TurnItIn system and may come in for
serious penalties. A typical penalty for such violations would be to receive a 0 for the
assignment.
Word Count:
Essay 1: 2,000-3,000 words
Essay 2: 3,000-4,000 words
Submission of Essays:
Essays must be submitted via Moodle by 8pm on the day of the deadline. Students will
lose 10 marks boundary for each part of day late up to a maximum of two days. For
example, an essay submitted any time in the 24 hours immediately after the deadline
that would receive a 95 for its quality would be marked down to an 85; the same essay
submitted between 24 and 48 hours after the deadline would be marked down to a 75.
Any essay submitted more than 48 hours after the deadline without prior permission
for an extension will not be read, and the student will receive a 0 for that assignment.
Policy on Extensions:
Extensions will only be granted due to serious circumstances. Reasons that may be
considered for an extension include (but are not limited to) death of a family member
and serious illness. Requests for extensions should usually be made 24 hours before a
deadline, although exceptions may be considered for extreme circumstances.
Extensions are typically for 48 hours. Extensions will ONLY be granted when the
student is prepared to produce some paperwork supporting the reason listed. Such
paperwork MUST be submitted no later than one week following the original deadline
for the piece of work. Reasons that will not be accepted for an extension include (but
are not limited to) computer or other technical failure (students are responsible for
backing up their work, and NU has its own computer facilities for students), power
outages, multiple deadlines (students are made aware of deadlines substantially in
advance, and should manage their time accordingly).
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Essay Topics:
Essay 1:
How popular was the use of human corpses in consumable medicines in the early
modern world?
Essay 2:
EITHER
A. Should we believe early modern European accounts of cannibalism in the
Americas?
OR
B. What do eighteenth-century accounts of vampirism tell us about historical views of
the human body?
OR
C. How did nineteenth-century writers use the idea of cannibalism to construct the
limits of civilised behaviour?
Grading:
Grade Breakdown:
Attendance 5%
Active Participation in Classes - 5%
Quizzes - 20%
Class Presentation – 30%
Essay 1 – 15%
Essay 2 – 25%
These are the general grading criteria applicable to all assignments.
A

95-%100%

A-

90%-94.9%

B+

85%-89.9%

B

80%-84.9%

B-

75%-79.9%

C+

70%-74.9%

C

65%-69.9%

C-

60%-64.9%

D+
D
F

55%-59.9%
50%-54.9%
0%-49.9%

Excellent, exceeds the highest standards in the
assignment or course
Excellent; meets the highest standards for the
assignment or course
Very good; meets high standards for the assignment or
course
Good; meets most of the standards for the assignment
or course
More than adequate; shows some reasonable command
of the material
Acceptable; meets basic standards for the assignment
or course
Acceptable; meets some of the basic standards for the
assignment or course
Acceptable, while falling short of meeting basic
standards in several ways
Minimally acceptable
Minimally acceptable; lowest passing
Did not satisfy the basic requirements of the course
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Attendance Grading:
Attendance will be kept in Moodle. The percentage of attendance in that system will
then be the numerical attendance grade, unless the recorded attendance is lower than
85%, in which case the attendance grade will be reduced to 0. Students are responsible
for making sure that their attendance is recorded accurately in the system. They may
ask for the attendance record to be corrected IF they can provide reasonable evidence
of having attended a class for which they have been marked absent. They MUST make
such a request WITHIN TWO WEEKS of the date of the class for which they have been
marked absent; late requests will not be considered.
Participation Grading:
These are more detailed criteria applicable to grading participation.
A
Exceptional participation in seminar discussions. It is essential to have read the
assigned work for each seminar in order to do this.
ARegular and active participation in seminar discussions. It is essential to have read the
assigned work for each seminar in order to do this.
B
Regular participation in seminar discussions. It is essential to have read the assigned
work for each seminar in order to do this.
C
Irregular participation in seminar discussions. It is essential to have read the assigned
work for each seminar in order to do this.
D
Limited participation in seminar discussions. Insufficient preparation of the essential
readings on multiple occasions.
F
No participation in seminar discussions.
Presentations Grading:
These are more detailed criteria applicable to grading class presentations.
A
As for A-, but with an excellent performance on all aspects.
AA full-length presentation that both gives an introduction to the account, and attempts
to link that to the themes of the course.
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Presentations that attempt to create an argument linking together the representation
of cannibalistic behaviour and/or the human body, and the context in which the source
was produced, would receive this grade.
B
A full-length presentation that both gives an introduction to the account, and attempts
to link that to the themes of the course.
C
A full-length presentation that both gives an introduction to the account, and makes
some attempt to link that to the themes of the course.
Presentations including material not directly related to the themes of the course would
typically receive this grade.
D
A short, superficial presentation that only gives facts about the account.
F
Failure to complete assignment, or submission of work that fails to meet the criteria for
the course, or entirely fails to address the question.
Essays Grading:
These are more detailed criteria applicable to grading the essays.
A
As for A-, but with an excellent performance on all aspects.
AEssay is of appropriate length.
Attempts to answer the question using a broad range of primary and secondary
sources.
Essays receiving this grade would often go beyond the essential reading list to bring in
more relevant sources.
Weighs evidence for and against a specific viewpoint, and comes to an argued
conclusion that strongly presents a view well-supported by the evidence.
B
Essay is of appropriate length.
Attempts to answer the question using a range of primary and secondary sources
mostly taken from the essential reading list.
Weighs evidence for and against a specific viewpoint, and attempts to present a
conclusion based on the evidence.
C
Essay is of appropriate length.
Attempts to answer the question using a limited range of primary and/or secondary
sources entirely taken from the essential reading list.
Attempts to weigh evidence for and against a specific viewpoint.
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D
Essays receiving this grade would usually fall into one or more of the following
categories:
More than 10% under or over the required word limit.
Entirely fails to answer the set question.
Contains only basic information, with no attempt to construct an argument.
F
Failure to complete assignment, or submission of work that fails to meet the criteria for
the course, or entirely fails to address the question.
Academic misconduct policy
Academic and personal misconduct by any student in this course will be dealt with
according to the requirements and procedures in the Student Code of Conduct for
Nazarbayev University. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Students should
be familiar with the university’s official statement on plagiarism:
Plagiarism is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as one’s own. It
includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which
has wholly or in part been created by another person. It also includes the presentation
of the work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and
proper acknowledgement of sources. Plagiarism occurs when a person:
1. Directly copies one or more sentences of another person’s written work without
proper citation. If another writer’s words are used, you must place quotation marks
around the quoted material and include a footnote or other indication of the source of
the quotation. This includes cut and paste from the internet or other electronic sources;
2. Changes words but copies the sentence structure of a source without giving credit
to the original source, or closely paraphrases one or more paragraphs without
acknowledgement of the source of the ideas, or uses graphs, figures, drawings, charts
or other visual/audio materials without acknowledging the source or the permission of
the author;
3. Submits false or altered information in any academic exercise. This may include
making up data for an experiment, altering data, citing nonexistent articles, contriving
sources, etc.;
4. Turns in all or part of assignment done by another student and claims it as their own;
5. Uses a paper writing service, has another student write a paper, or uses a foreign
language translation and submits it as their own original work.
(Nazarbayev University Student Code of Conduct)
COURSE SCHEDULE1
Date
Week 1
09.10

1

Topic
Cannibalism and the Body
Lecture: What is Cannibalism?

Readings

I reserve the right to change the order of these classes, or the readings for each class, if necessary.
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Assignment

11.01

Lecture: What is History of the
Body?

Week 2
16.01

Blood Libel
Lecture: Blood Libel and AntiSemitism

18.01

Seminar

Week 3
23.01

Catholics and Cannibalism
Lecture: God-Eaters and PeopleEaters

25.01

Seminar

Week 4
30.01

Corpse Medicine
Lecture: European Corpse Medicine

01.02

Seminar

Week 5
06.02

Corpse Medicine
Lecture: Corpse Medicine Beyond
Europe

08.02

Seminar

Week 6
13.02

Atlantic Accusations
Lecture: New World Cannibals

Porter, Roy. "History of the Body." New
perspectives on historical writing
(1991): 206-32.
Bennett,
Gillian.
"Towards
a
Revaluation of the Legend of “Saint”
William of Norwich and its Place in the
Blood Libel Legend." Folklore 116.2
(2005): 119-139.
Matteoni, Francesca. "The Jew, the
blood and the body in late medieval and
early modern Europe." Folklore 119.2
(2008): 182-200.
Chapter 1, Price, Merrall L. Consuming
passions: The uses of cannibalism in late
medieval and early modern Europe.
Routledge, 2004.
Silver, Susan K. ""And the Word Became Quiz 1
Flesh...": Cannibalism and Religious
Polemic in the Poetry of Desportes and
d'Aubigné."
Renaissance
and
Reformation/Renaissance et Réforme
(2000): 45-56.
Dannenfeldt, Karl H. "Egyptian mumia:
the sixteenth century experience and
debate." The Sixteenth century journal
(1985): 163-180.
Sugg, Richard. "‘Good Physic but Bad
Food’: Early Modern Attitudes to
Medicinal
Cannibalism
and
its
Suppliers." Social History of Medicine
19.2 (2006): 225-240.
Griffin, Clare. "Russia and the Medical
Drug Trade in the Seventeenth
Century." Social History of Medicine
(2016): hkw106.
Nappi, Carla. "Bolatu's Pharmacy
Theriac in Early Modern China." Early
Science and Medicine 14.6 (2009): 737764.
Chapter 5, Price, Merrall L. Consuming Essay 1
passions: The uses of cannibalism in late
medieval and early modern Europe.
Routledge, 2004.

9

15.02

Seminar

Week 7
20.02
22.02
Week 8
27.02

Brazilian Cannibals
Lecture: The Tupinamba
Seminar
The Aztecs
Lecture: Aztec Sacrifice

01.03

Seminar

Week 9
06.03

Witches and Werewolves
Lecture: Accusations and Social
Justice in Europe

08.03

Seminar: Werewolf trials

Week 10
13.03

Habsburg Vampires
Lecture: The Vampire Plague

15.03
READING
WEEK
Week 11
27.03

Seminar
READING WEEK 19.03-23.03
Vampyrology
Lecture: Vampyrology and the
Enlightenment

Chapter 2, Arens, William. The ManEating Myth: Anthropology and
Anthropophagy: Anthropology and
Anthropophagy. Oxford University
Press, USA, 1979.
Hans Staden account, [pdf 158-182]
Montaigne, Of Cannibals, 1581.
Harner, Michael. "The ecological basis
for
Aztec
sacrifice."
American
ethnologist 4.1 (1977): 117-135.
AND
Montellano, Bernard. "Counting Skulls:
Comment on the Aztec Cannibalism
Theory of Harner-Harris." American
Anthropologist 85.2 (1983): 403-406.
Isaac, Barry L. "Aztec Cannibalism:
Quiz 2
Nahua versus Spanish and mestizo
accounts in the Valley of Mexico."
Ancient Mesoamerica 16.1 (2005): 110.
Wilby, Emma. "Burchard's strigae, the
Witches' Sabbath, and Shamanistic
Cannibalism in Early Modern Europe."
Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft 8.1
(2013): 18-49.
The Trial of Peter Stuube http://ota.ox.ac.uk/tcp/headers/A13/
A13085.html
Chapter 3 from Kord, Susanne.
Murderesses in German writing, 17201860: heroines of horror. Cambridge
University Press, 2009.
Visum et Repertum (1732).

Bräunlein, Peter J. "The frightening
borderlands of Enlightenment: The
vampire problem." Studies in History
and Philosophy of Science Part C: Studies
in History and Philosophy of Biological
and Biomedical Sciences 43.3 (2012):
710-719.
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29.03

Seminar

Week 12
03.04

Africa
Lecture: Cannibalism and
Colonialism in Nineteenth-century
Africa

05.04

Seminar

Week 13
10.04

East Asia
Lecture: Savages and Nationalism in
East Asia

12.04

Seminar

Week 14
17.04

Did Cannibalism Exist?
Sceptics

19.04

Believers

From the section 'dissertation', Quiz 3
chapters 7-9 from Calmet, Augustin.
Dissertations upon the Apparitions of
Angels, Dæmons, and Ghosts, and
concerning the Vampires of Hungary,
Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia...
Translated from the French. M. Cooper,
1759.
Brantlinger, Patrick. "Victorians and
Africans: The genealogy of the myth of
the dark continent." Critical Inquiry
12.1 (1985): 166-203.
Stanley, Henry Morton. "On his recent
explorations and discoveries in Central
Africa." Proceedings of the Royal
Geographical Society of London. Vol. 22.
No. 2. Royal Geographical Society (with
the Institute of British Geographers),
Wiley, 1877.
Eskildsen, Robert. "Of civilization and
savages: the mimetic imperialism of
Japan's 1874 expedition to Taiwan."
The American Historical Review 107.2
(2002): 388-418.
House, Edward H. (1875). The Japanese Essay 2
Expedition to Formosa. Tokio. pdf 3035.
Chapter 1 from Obeyesekere, Gananath.
Cannibal talk: the man-eating myth and
human sacrifice in the South Seas. Univ
of California Press, 2005.
Brantlinger, Patrick. "Missionaries and Quiz 4
Cannibals in Nineteenth-century Fiji."
History and Anthropology 17.1 (2006):
21-38.

Secondary Sources:
This is a list of secondary works on the history of cannibalism. This is a good place to
start your readings for your essays, but you may also look at the resources available
through NU library, and search for scholarly works via Googlescholar.
Baum, Robert M. "Crimes of the dream world: French trials of diola witches in
colonial Senegal." The International journal of African historical studies 37.2 (2004):
201-228.
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Bumas, E. Shaskan. "The Cannibal Butcher Shop: Protestant Uses of las Casas's"
Brevísima relación" in Europe and the American Colonies." Early American Literature
35.2 (2000): 107-136.
Campagne, Fabián. "Witch or demon? Fairies, vampires, and nightmares in Early
Modern Spain." Acta Ethnographica Hungarica 53.2 (2008): 381-410.
Darr, Orna Alyagon, ‘Experiments in the Courtroom: Social Dynamics and
Spectacles of Proof in Early Modern English Witch Trials’, Law & Social Inquiry 39.1
(2014): 152-175.
De Blécourt, Willem. "The making of the female witch: Reflections on witchcraft
and gender in the early modern period." Gender & History 12.2 (2000): 287-309.
De Blécourt, Willem. "The Werewolf, the Witch, and the Warlock: Aspects of
Gender in the Early Modern Period." Witchcraft and Masculinities in Early Modern
Europe. Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2009. 191-213.
Dimić, Milan V., ‘Vampiromania in the eighteenth century: The other side of
enlightenment’, Man and Nature/L’homme et la nature 3 (1984): 1-22.
Donecker, Stefan. "Werewolves on the Baltic Seashore Monstrous Frontier of
Early Modern Europe, 1550-1700." Niall Scott (2009): 63.
Hirsch, Brett D. "An Italian Werewolf in London: Lycanthropy and The Duchess of
Malfi." Early Modern Literary Studies 11.2 (2005): 43-paragraphs.
Jakobsson, Ármann, ‘The Fearless Vampire Killers: A Note about the Icelandic
Draugr and Demonic Contamination in Grettis Saga’, Folklore 120.3 (2009): 307-316.
Keyworth, G. David, ‘Was the Vampire of the Eighteenth Century a Unique Type of
Undead-corpse? Research article’, Folklore 117.3 (2006): 241-260.
Kim, David D. "Scandals of Translation: Cannibalism and the Limits of Colonial
Authority in the Trial of Iringa (1908)." German Studies Review (2011): 125-142.
Klaniczay, Gábor, ‘The Decline of Witches and the Rise of Vampires’, The
Witchcraft Reader, ed. Darren Oldridge (2002): 387-98.
Klarer, Mario. "Cannibalism and Carnivalesque: Incorporation as Utopia in the
Early Image of America." New Literary History 30.2 (1999): 389-410.
Lindenbaum, Shirley. "Thinking about cannibalism." Annu. Rev. Anthropol. 33
(2004): 475-498.
Martel, Heather E. "Hans Staden's captive soul: Identity, imperialism, and rumors
of cannibalism in sixteenth-century Brazil." Journal of World History 17.1 (2006): 5169.
Sandberg, Brian. "Beyond encounters: Religion, ethnicity, and violence in the early
modern Atlantic world, 1492-1700." Journal of World History 17.1 (2006): 1-25.
Schreffler, Michael J. "Vespucci rediscovers America: The pictorial rhetoric of
cannibalism in early modern culture." Art History 28.3 (2005): 295-310.
Thornton, John. "Cannibals, witches, and slave traders in the Atlantic world." The
William and Mary Quarterly 60.2 (2003): 273-294.
Weinberg, Robert. "The Blood Libel in Eastern Europe." Jewish History 26.3/4
(2012): 275-285.
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