Cannibalism and Civilisation

Ptolemaic map of Asia, produced in Europe in the 16th century

Course Description
In the early modern world people were often concerned with differences between groups of humans, and
what the limits of humanity were. One key part of such debates was the accusation of cannibalism: claiming
another group to be cannibals was the ultimate weapon in declaring them uncivilized and even inhuman.
Such accusations reveal historical ideas about how humans should behave, and also display historical views
on the human body, as accounts of cannibalism were often concerned with the bodies of the eaters and the
eaten. This course examines textual and visual representations of cannibalism from around the world from
the fourteenth to the nineteenth century to take a global view on how considering cannibalism can help us
understand the history of human behavior and human bodies. The course will consist of primary and
secondary readings and images shared via Canvas, lectures, and in-class discussions. Students will be
assessed on class participation, short papers, a presentation of a primary source, and a take-home final essay
exam.

In-Class COVID-19 Policy
To be announced in the first week of classes
This policy may change during the semester depending on updated CDC and IU rules and recommendations

Class Hours: 3-4:15pm
Class Location: Ballantine Hall 243
Instructor:
Dr. Clare Griffin
clgriff@iu.edu
www.claregriffin.org
Office: Ballantine Hall 874
Office Hours: TBA
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Course Aims:
1) To provide students with a basic knowledge of early modern ideas of humanity and the human body,
arranged around accusations of cannibalism, and in particular with how accusations of cannibalism were
key to constructing ideas about the limits of humanity
2) To familiarize students with the major scholarly debates surrounding constructions of humanity in the
early modern global world, and with the different ways cultural historians, historians of science and
medicine, and anthropologists, have tried to explain early modern understandings of the human body and
of human behaviour
3) To enhance students’ critical thinking and writing abilities, in particular with regards to interpreting a
wide range of primary source materials as well as secondary literature, and the use of these in constructing
papers and presentations

Course Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course the student will be expected to:
1) Display an understanding of how and why the limits of humanity were fragile and contested in the early
modern world, and the importance of accusations of cannibalism in constructing and policing those limits
2) Show a good understanding of the various ways scholars from a range of disciplines have approached the
history of human behaviour and of the body in the early modern world
3) Demonstrate an ability to analyze primary and secondary source materials, to select relevant materials
from a list of further readings, and to use them in the construction of an argumentative historical essay
4) Display an understanding of the huge range and diversity of primary sources of different genres and from
different cultures that can be included in the history of human behaviour and of the body

Assignments
In-Class Groupwork - 25 Points
Library and Museum Assignments - 10 Points (5 points each)
Groupwork Introduction to a Primary Source - 10 Points
Short Papers - 20 Points (10 points per paper)
Final Paper - 30 points
OPTIONAL Extra Credit assignment - 3 points

Grade Scale
Grade
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
D-

Minimum %
97%
93%
90%
87%
83%
80%
77%
73%
70%
67%
63%
60%

In-Class Groupwork 25 Points
Participate in completing an exercise sheet guiding group discussion in each class (except the library and
museum classes, which are separate assignments detailed below)
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In order to gain a point for this assignment, you need to be in the room, and clearly in discussion with the
rest of your group and helping to complete the assignment
A part of this assignment is behaving respectfully to all members of the class. If you are disrespectful or
disruptive I may tell you to leave the class and you will not gain points for that class
For absences due to COVID-19 guidelines, illnesses, and other reasons, you can join the class over Zoom or
complete a replacement assignment. Let me know as soon as possible if you need these accommodations
Grading:
25 points – Participation in at least 20 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
20 points – Participation in at least 17 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
15 points – Participation in at least 15 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
10 points – Participation in at least 10 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
5 points – Participation in at least 7 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
0 points – Participation in fewer than 7 classes or equivalent replacement exercises completed
Library and Museum Assignments 10 Points (5 points each)
In-class group assignments finding library and museum objects/books in the IU libraries and on various
websites
These assignments will be similar to the regular in-class groupwork, as you will be given a worksheet in class
with tasks to complete during the session
Grading for each assignment:
Under usual circumstances all group members will receive the same grade but if it becomes clear someone
is not fully participating then their grade will be reduced one grade boundary (from the rubric below)
compare to the rest of the group
5 points – successful and correct completion of all tasks
3 points – partial completion of the tasks, or completion of tasks with one or more major avoidable error
Groupwork Introduction to a Primary Source 10 Points
The class will be divided into groups and assigned a primary source. They will come up with a brief (max. 10
mins) presentation based on guidelines. The presentation will help the rest of the class by giving us
information on the author and/or the context in which the source was produced, pointing us towards
significant areas of the text, and giving us some questions to think about
Grading and guidelines for this assignment will be released later
Papers – General Guidelines
Essential Guidelines for Papers:
In writing your papers for this course, you MUST follow the guidelines below about reading and citing
material. Anyone not following these guidelines will lose 1 point per guideline that you do not follow
• You MUST cite at least two of the essential readings relevant to the topic of your paper
• You CAN cite my lectures (specify Lecture: Title of Lecture, Date).
• You CAN cite relevant* scholarly articles you have found through scholar.google.com or IU libraries (*we
will discuss this in class)
• You MUST NOT cite any non-scholarly articles: no newspaper articles, blogs (other than ones I have
provided), websites etc. If in doubt, ask me before you use something
• You MUST include citations in your work, specifically footnotes in your essay that indicate where you
found certain information or arguments. See a guide on creating footnotes here
• You MUST include a bibliography, a list of what you used for your essay
• Citations and the bibliography MUST follow Chicago Style (Notes and Bibliography), see here and also
here
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Short Papers 20 Points (10 points per paper)
Write a 600-word paper on an assigned topic
One of these paper can be resubmitted after grading according to a schedule agreed on with the
instructor. If you wish to resubmit a paper, write to the instructor to request this
A good paper will directly answer the assigned question by making arguments supported by relevant
evidence from primary and secondary sources
When writing a paper for a history class, you are attempting to convince people that your point of view on
a topic is reasonable, so aim to show the reader how your answer is a good one by explaining and justifying
yourself
Grading
The specific grading scale will be released later in the course
Final Paper 30 points
Write a 1,200-word final paper on an assigned topic
You MUST use at least one article or book from “further readings” for this paper. Failure to do so will mean
you lose one mark
Grading
The specific grading scale will be released later in the course
Extra Credit 3 points
If you complete this optional assignment and submit it by the date of the final paper submission, you will
receive 3 points towards your total for the course
Find one academic article, book or primary source not currently in the syllabus or further readings and write
a 200-word review, making a clear case as to why it should be included in the course materials. A primary
source can be from any period, but you must provide a good academic edition of the source. An article or
book must have been published in the last 10 years. All submissions must be historical, anthropological or
ethnographic, e.g. no articles on the biology of frog cannibalism
Marking:
3 marks – 200-word review submitted on a relevant academic article, book or primary source that makes a
clear case to include it in the course
1 mark – a review that is under the word limit OR does not make a clear case to include it in the course
0 marks – No review submitted, OR submission of a plagiarised review OR review of a publication that is
entirely unsuitable or irrelevant to the course

Readings
All readings will be provided through Canvas, you are not required to purchase anything for this course

Schedule
Week
Tasks
MODULE 1:
WHAT IS CANNIBALISM?
Week One
1. Tuesday Class
2. Read “Europe’s Hypocritical History of
Cannibalism”
3. Thursday Class @ Wells Library
Week Two
1. Read Introduction, Hermann, Rachel B. To
Feast on Us as Their Prey: Cannibalism
and the Early Modern Atlantic. University
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Assignments

Thursday – library
assignment

of Arkansas Press, 2019.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Chapter 1, Arens, William. The ManEating Myth: Anthropology and
Anthropophagy. Oxford University Press,
USA, 1979.
4. Thursday Class
MODULE 2:
MONSTERS
Week Three
1. Read Mittman, Asa Simon. "Introduction:
The impact of monsters and monster
studies." In The Ashgate research
companion to monsters and the
monstrous, pp. 41-54. Routledge, 2017.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Giffney, Noreen. "Monstrous
Mongols." Postmedieval: a journal of medieval
cultural studies 3, no. 2 (2012): 227-245.
4. Thursday Class
Week Four
1. Read Matteoni, Francesca. "The Jew, the
blood and the body in late medieval and early
modern Europe." Folklore 119.2 (2008):
182-200.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read The Life and Miracles of St. William of
Norwich, 1173
4. Thursday Class
MODULE 3:
COLUMBUS AND THE
ORIGINAL CANNIBALS
Week Five
1. Read Introduction, Boucher, Philip P.
Cannibal Encounters: Europeans and Island
Caribs, 1492–1763. JHU Press, 2009.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Chapter 2, Watson, Kelly L. Insatiable
Appetites: Imperial Encounters with
Cannibals in the North Atlantic World.
NYU Press, 2017.
4. Thursday Class
Week Six
1. Read Excerpts from Columbus, C. and de Las
Casas, F.B., The Diario of Christopher
Columbus’s First Voyage to America,
1492–1493, trans. Oliver Dunn and
James E. Kelley, Jr. (University of
Oklahoma Press: Norman OK).
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Figeroa
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Short Paper 1

4. Thursday Class
MODULE 4:
BRAZIL AS “CANNIBAL
LAND”
Week Seven
1. Read Chapter 3, Davies, Surekha.
Renaissance Ethnography and the Invention of
the Human: new worlds, maps and monsters.
Cambridge University Press, 2016
2. Tuesday Class
3. No Prep Reading
4. Thursday Class
Week Eight
1. Read Leca, Radu. "Brazilian Cannibals in
Sixteenth-Century Europe and
Seventeenth-Century Japan."
14 Comparative Critical Studies 11 (2014):
109-130.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Montaigne, Michel de., “Of Cannibals,”
The Complete Essays, London and New
York: Penguin (1991).
4. Thursday Class
MODULE 5:
AFRICA AND THE “DARK
CONTINENT”
Week Nine
1. Read Chapter 5 from Staller, Jared.
Converging on Cannibals: Terrors of Slaving in
Atlantic Africa, 1509–1670. Ohio University
Press, 2019.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Primary Sources and look at Images
published in Staller, Jared. Converging on
Cannibals: Terrors of Slaving in Atlantic Africa,
1509–1670. Ohio University Press, 2019.
4. Thursday Class
Week Ten
1.Tuesday – Museum Assignment Class at the
Lilly Library
2. Read Brantlinger, Patrick. "Victorians and
Africans: The genealogy of the myth of the
dark continent." Critical Inquiry 12, no. 1
(1985): 166-203.
3. Read Stanley, Henry Morton. "On his recent
explorations and discoveries in Central Africa."
In Proceedings of the Royal Geographical
Society of London, vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 144-166.
Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute
of British Geographers), Wiley, 1877.
4. Thursday Class
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Short Paper 2
Thursday – Museum
Assignment

MODULE 6:
CANNIBAL TALK AND
THE “SOUTH SEAS”
Week Eleven
1. Read Chapter 1 from Obeyesekere,
Gananath. Cannibal talk: the man-eating myth
and human sacrifice in the South Seas. Univ
of California Press, 2005.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Excerpts from Reverend Thomas
Williams’s Fiji and the Fijians.
4. Thursday Class
Week Twelve
1. Read Excerpts from Waterhouse, J. (1865),
The King and People of Fiji: Containing a Life of
Thakombau; with Notices of the Fijians, Their
Manners, Customs, and Superstitions, Previous
to the Great Religious Reformation in 1854,
Wesleyan Conference Office, London.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Banivanua-Mar, Tracey. "Cannibalism
and colonialism: Charting colonies and
frontiers in nineteenth-century Fiji."
Comparative Studies in Society and History 52,
no. 2 (2010): 255-281.
4. Thursday Class
Week Thirteen
Review Week

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Week Fourteen

Classwork only, groups producing short
reviews of key readings
Tuesday: secondary sources
Thursday: primary sources
THANKSGIVING BREAK

THANKSGIVING BREAK

1. Read Brantlinger, Patrick. "Missionaries and
Cannibals in Nineteenth- century Fiji." History
and Anthropology 17.1 (2006): 21-38.
2. Tuesday Class
3. Read Chapter 10, ‘On the Eating of Men’,
The Works of Ta’unga: Records of a Polynesian
Traveller in the South Seas 1833-1896, R. G.
and Marjorie Crocombe (eds) (Australian
National University Press, Canberra, 1968).
4. Thursday Class
FINAL PAPERS
Week Fifteen
Essay Writing Week

Final Paper
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Course Policies
Contacting the Instructor
The best way to contact me is via my IU email, clgriff@iu.edu
Please check the syllabus and Canvas before asking questions, your question may be answered there
I aim to reply to student emails within 24 hours but at busy times of year it may be longer
When you email me, remind me of which course you are taking and be specific and brief with your
question so I can get back to you with an answer as soon as possible

Office Hours
Regular office hours will be announced over Canvas later
You can also book meetings with me by emailing me a list of times you are available to speak and if you
want to speak over Zoom or in person. Unless you have a very specific reason for needing to speak at a
different time, meetings will take place between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday-Friday.
If you are in my office, you will be wearing a mask. No mask, no meeting

Academic Integrity
We expect all IU students to complete their work honestly and behave as a responsible member of the IU
community.
You should never
- use other people’s work without properly indicating that (see below on plagiarism)
- collaborate with other students on anything other than groupwork
- sell or pass on course materials without my permission. My notes and lectures are my property that I give
you access to for this course, putting them on CourseHero or similar sites is a copyright violation
Violating these policies will lead to serious consequences
For more details on IU’s academic integrity rules, see here
To learn how to avoid plagiarism, see here

Late Papers
My policies on extensions are here to help you get through the work needed to successfully complete this
course. Sometimes people will need more time on something, which is fine, but if you do not complete
enough work by the end of the course you will fail
All short papers can be submitted up to two days late, no questions asked. After that you need to ask for
an extension or you will lose one point every 48 hours after submission
The final paper deadline is immovable, not late submission will be allowed. This is because I need to
complete the grading for the course and send the grades to the registrar on a strict schedule

Support with Writing
We will discuss some issues of writing in class, and you also have IU writing support available here

Electronics
You are encouraged to bring a laptop or tablet to class, and sometimes I will specifically tell you to do that.
People use phones for all kind of purposes (such as being available in case of family emergency or as
medication reminders) and so you are permitted to have phones on you in class, but on silent or vibrate.
Please be responsible with your technology use in class. Use it for helping you with classwork, or if you need
it for an important purpose, but don’t distract yourself or others with it

Attendance
I will be keeping attendance because as IU students we are responsible for your wellbeing and it’s important
to know if someone disappears from a course for an extended period. Instead of an attendance or a
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participation grade, you will be graded by your participation in completing in-class groupwork sheets (see
above). This gives us all a clear indication of your participation in the work of the class

Disability
All IU students are entitled to help from Disability Services, who can put together a memo for faculty
regarding your access needs. These could be access issues for physical mobility needs, accommodation for
service animals, printed notes, or other needs. These memos help IU arrange access for you to succeed in
your studies
You can find out more about DDS here
However, there are situations where going through DSS may not be the right option for you. You are
welcome to speak to me privately about any needs you have or problems you are encountering and we can
work something out. All these conversations will be entirely confidential unless you give me express
permission to share them with someone else

Counselling and Assistance
University can be a stressful time, and I encourage you to check on your friends to see how they are doing,
and to check on yourself and seek support when you need it
Some counselling is available through IU here
If you would like support from a student advocate, including help accessing emergency financial aid, you can
find out more here

Bias Reporting and Sexual Misconduct
All of the IU community are entitled to respectful and considerate treatment by others in a kind and
welcoming environment, and are responsible for helping to create and maintain that atmosphere for others.
If you have experienced harassment or other bias incident, you can find official support and reporting
procedures below
Bias-based incident reports can be made by students, faculty and staff. Any act of discrimination or
harassment based on race, ethnicity, religious affiliation, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation or
disability can be reported through any of the options: 1) email biasincident@indiana.edu or
incident@indiana.edu; 2) call the Dean of Students Office at (812) 855-8188 or 3) use the IU mobile App
(m.iu.edu). Reports can be made anonymously
IU policy prohibits sexual misconduct in any form, including sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking,
sexual exploitation, and dating and domestic violence. If you have experienced sexual misconduct, or know
someone who has, the University can help. If you are seeking help and would like to speak to someone
confidentially, you can make an appointment with the IU Sexual Assault Crisis Services at 812- 855-5711, or
contact a Confidential Victim Advocate at 812-856-2469 or cva@indiana.edu
IMPORTANT
It is important to note that it is IU policy for me, and all faculty and staff, to make a report to the Title IX
Coordinator if I am made aware that sexual misconduct has taken place. However, other than when I am
specifically informed that sexual misconduct has taken place then any and all conversations between myself
and students fall under my strict rules of confidentiality regarding conversations with students on sensitive
issues and problems. This means that I will only pass on any information regarding those conversations, or
take any action regarding those conversations, with the explicit and prior permission of the student involved
There are IU personnel who are allowed to keep reports of sexual misconduct confidential, and also non-IU
help that can also be accessed confidentially. See guidelines on this here

Changes to the Course
I will try my best to keep to the schedule, assignments, and materials planned, but sometimes
circumstances change (such as in previous semesters when we have been abruptly moved online. I will do
my best to keep changes to a minimum and inform you of them as early as possible
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